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SUMMARY: The HasekiHürrem Sultan Complex commissioner of which is wife of Süleyman the Magnificent, 

HürremSultan,had been built in an important region of İstanbul which was called(Kuru Tepe)Dry 

Hill/Kserolofos/Xerolophos in Byzantine period and then Avrat/Avret Bazaar (Ladies’ Bazaar). The 

HasekiHürrem Sultan Complex is referred with Architect Sinan (1489-1588) who is the most important name of 

the construction activities of the period in which of the Ottoman Empire  reached social, economical, political 

maturity. The Haseki Mosque is the first masonry mosque with a dome which Sinanbuilt in 1538 after he has 

become  chief architect.The other buildings in the complex except for the mosque are madrasa, school, imaret 

(soup kitchen) and darüşşifa (hospital).  Buildings except for the kitchen  arementioned in Sinan’s construction 

records. However theHasekiHürrem Sultan Complex were built subsequently, they had been positioned on land 

too closely and mostly in no geometrical compliance with each other. This layout has always been a discussion 

poin, and it has been interpreted either in context of topographic conditions or Sinan’s skill. In this article, 

layout characteristics of the of buildings in the complex will be discussed in terms of historical data.      
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I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION ON THE ADJACENT AREA 
The Haseki Hürrem Sultan Complex is located in theregioncalledKuru Tepe (DryHill) 

/Kserolofos/Xerolophosof İstanbul. ItwasconstructednearbythetheColumn of Arcadiusandthe Forum 

ofArcadiuswhicharelocated on theMese(Throughfare), the main transportaionaxis of thecityduringthe Roman 

andByzantineEras. 

The Forum ofArcadius(402-421)isthefourthandlastoneaftertheforumsConstantinus, TauriandBovis 

(Müller: 250-265).There had beenconstructed a marblecolumnat thebeginningon theareawherethe Forum 

ofArcadiuswaslocated. Themonument, calledtheColumn of Arcadius,wasconstructed at thebeginning of the 5th 

century, forthehonor of breakingtherebellion of GothicleaderGainasbyEmpeorArcadius (370-408).  

Howevertheconstruction of themonumentalcolumnwascompleteddurignthereign of theson of Arcadius, 

Theodosius II.Thecolumnwhich has a relieffeaturedsurfaceis raised on a basisand a sculpture of 

EmperorArcadius is placed on top of thecolumn. Thecolumn is assumedto be placednearby a temenos of an 

ancientApolloTemple.Thecolumnwassurroundedby a forumwithinthe time andthe Forum of Arcadiuswasbuilt, 

consisting of loggias, exedrasandsculpturesallover. The forum is alsocalled as the Forum of Theodosiusbecause 

of itscommissioner. TheColumn of Arcadiuswasdamagedbecause of theearthqauke in 542/543 andbecause of a 

lightingstroke in 550. Finally, themonumentwasdestroyedduringanotherearthquake in 740  (Müller-Wiener 

2001: 250; Eyice 1993: 306, 307). 

Followingtheconquest of thecitybytheOttomans,timberhousesandstoreswerebuiltaroundtheColumn of 

Arcadius. Additionally, it is knownthat a specialopenairbazaarwasorganisedforwomen on 

sundayswhichwascalled as Avrat Pazarı (Ladies‟ Bazaar).Afterbeingdamagedbytheearthquakesandfires, 

thecolumnwasstrengthenedwithironcircleclamps in 16th century. Since thecolumnbegantocause as a 

riskyconditionforthehousesaroundafterthefires of 1633 and 1660, it wasmovedtoanotherplace (Müller-Wiener 

2001: 250; Pekak 1993: 306 ). Neverthelessthecolumncontinuedtokeepitsoriginalpiecesenoughto be 

describedbyseveraltravellers.  

http://www.ajer.org/
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Figure 1.Drawing of theColumn of Arcadiustowardstheend of 17th century(MüllerWiener) 

 
Figure 2.Drawing of thebasis of theColumn of ArcadiusbyDavid UngnadvonSonneck in 1570-1578 

 
Photo 1. TheColumn of Arcadius (PhotograhyArchives of İstanbul ArchaeologyMueums, 1936) 
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Photo 2. TheColumn of Arcadius (MüllerWiener) 

 

 Theneighbourhoodusedto be called as Başcı HacıQuarter in 16th centurywhenthe Haseki 

Complexwasbuilt.It is knownthatthe Manager of Laborars Hacı Mehmet, whowasone of thewellknownofficers 

of theera of Mehmet the Conqueror, had commisioned a masjid in thisquarterandthat it wasdamagedbecause of 

the fire in 1918. It is assumedthatthequarteracquiredits name fromthemasjid. Later on, thequarterwasalsonamed 

as Avrat Pazarı (Ladies‟ Bazaar)andtheColum of Arcadius as Avrat Taşı or Kız Taşı (Maiden 

Stone).Thequarterstartedto be called as Hasekijustabout at theend of the 19th century(Taşkıran: 70,71, 81; Eyice 

1993: 306). SomesortofconstructionactivitiestookplacearoundthecomplexduringtheOttomanEra. 

 Thereexistsomevaultedroomswhichareassumedto be thestores of Ladies‟ Bazaar on current Haseki 

Avenue.Two of themarelocatedjusteast of the Haseki Madrasa.The rest locate in thewest, alongthestreet. The 

Bayrampaşa Complexstands as theadjacentbuildingtothe Haseki Mosquein theeast.TheComplexwhichconsists of 

madrasa, sıbyan mektebi (Koranicschoolforchildren), tekke (dervishconvent), tomb, hazire (a 

smallprivatecemetry), fountain, şadırvan (group of singlefaucets)andstoreswasconstructed in 1634-1635 (AH 

1040).Fountain of Haseki İmaret (Haseki Soup Kitchen), which is datedto1766  (AH 1180),  is 

locatedjustnexttothe İmaret Door(Tanışık 1943: 197); whilsttheBaşçı Hacı Mahmut Efendi Fountain, which is 

datedto 1803, is locatedin thenorthwest of theimaret (soupkitchen) whereUzbek Süleyman Street intersectswith 

Cevdet Bey Street. 

 
Figure 3. Haseki Region (Müller-Wiener) 
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Photo 3. Stores of Ladies‟ Bazaarnexttothemadrasa( Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 

1960) 

 
Photo 4. The Bayrampaşa Complex (PhotograhyArchives of İstanbul ArchaeologyMueums, 1936) 

 
Photo 5. Başçı Hacı Mahmut Efendi Fountain (PhotograhyArchives of İstanbul ArchaeologyMueums, 1947) 
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II.  LAYOUT OF BUILDINGS IN THE COMPLEX 

 The Haseki Hürrem Sultan Complexconsists of mosque,  madrasa, sıbyan mektebi 

(Koranicschoolforchildren), imaret (soupkitchen) anddarüşşifa (hospital). Themosquewasthefirstbuildingto be 

constructed (Kuran 1986: 39).Themosque s located in thesouth of the Haseki streetwhiletheotherbuildings of 

thecomplexarelocated in thenorth of thestreet. Theentrances of themosque, madrasa, schoolandkitchenare on the 

Haseki Street whiletheentrance of thehospital is on Cevdet Bey Street of whichprevious name is Zindan Street. 

Kuran  (1986: 40), interpretsthisstraggledlayout of thecomplex as “...not beingdesigned as 

acompletecomplex…”andstatesthat“...theposition of thebuildingsdepended on thelayout of 

thestreet…”.Thelayout of thebuildings in thecomplex do not indicate a previouslydesignedconcept, indeed. 

Accordingtotheanalyticalresearches;thebuildingsseemto be designedin  restrictinglimitssuch as 

environmentalborders, constructionareasanddirections. 

The Haseki Mosqueis mentioned as thefirstmasonrydomedmosque (1538-1539)  of Architect Sinan 

afterbeingpromoted as theChief Architect of theEmpire  (Kuran 1986: 36). Themosque is alsomentioned in 

thefirstcharter of Haseki Foundation datedto 1540(AH 947) (Taşkıran 1972: 43).Beingbuilt as singledomed at 

first, themosquewasmodifiedin 1612 (AH 1021)as doubledomedbyaddinganotherdome  intheeast(Kuran 1986: 

38).Havingthelatecomers‟ porch in thefirstdesign, themosque is locatedbackwardsfromthestreetborder. 

Therestrictingeffect of thestreetandtheland is observed on theaddition of theseconddome in 1612 as well.  

Whilethecorner of theadditionaldomereachedtillthe Haseki Street, thelatecomers‟ porchcould not be continued in 

front of thedomedannexbecause of insufficientarea, however. 

 Thedesignconcept of themosquedoes not involve a squareorrectangularshapedcourtyard.As a reason of 

thedirection of the Haseki Street, thesouthwall (mihrap niche) of themosquecould not be alignedtothestreetand 

as consequence a trapezoidalcourtyardwasformedwhichusedto be a part of thegarden. Addition of 

theseconddomecreatedanothergardenbetweentheTekke Çıkmazı Streetin theeastandthemosque. A 

gatewasformed at theintersectionpoint of the Haseki Street and Tekke Çıkmazı Street followingtheaddition of 

themosqueinordertoreachthissecondgarden. Theselayoutpropertiesshowthatthe Haseki and Tekke Çıkmazı 

streetsandtheland of themosque had somesort of limitingeffectsfortheconstructionarea in theyears 1538, 1539 

and 1612. 

 
Figure 4. The Haseki Complex on themap of E.H. Ayverdi 

 
Figure 5. Plan scheme of the Haseki Complex (Müller-Wiener) 
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Photo 6.Courtyardgate of themosque on Haseki Street  (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, 1965-1968) 

 
Photo 7.Courtyardgate on thecorner of Tekke Çıkmazı Street  ( Archives of Directorate of Foundations, 1965-

1968) 

 

 The Haseki Madrasawasconstructedjustafterthemosque. Accordingtotheinformation on 

theglazedtileinscriptionwhich is exhibited in Çinili Kiosk of ArchaelogyMuseum, themadrasawasbuilt in 1539 

(AH 946). Furthermore, beingmentioned in thefirst charter of the Haseki Foundation datedto 1540 

showsthatitsconstructionwascompleted in 1540  (AH 947)(Taşkıran 1972: 43; Kuran 1986: 40).Themadrasa has 

a plan schemewhichgatherstheportico, roomsandtheclassroomaround a courtyard. Thereexist 16 

roomsaroundthreesides of thecourtyardexceptforthesouthside. Theclassroom is located at a projectedposition on 

thesameaxiswiththe main gate in thenorth. 
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Photo 8. The Haseki Madrasa (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 1964) 

 

 Themadrasa is locatedjustadjacenttothenorthside of the Haseki Street acrossthemosque. Thesouthside of 

thebuildingwhich has onlytheporticoparts is attachedtothestreetandtheentrance of thecourtyard is 

enabledthroughthisside.Structuraldirections of themadrasahavenosimilarities in terms of 

designconcernswiththedirections of themosque. Conversely, geometricalformation of themadrasadepends on 

thelayut of thestreetsimilarlytothemosque. On theotherhand,theformationanddesignconcept  

ofthecolumnwhoseheritage (Pht. 9)stillexistscurrently infront of themadrasa is uncertain. 

 
Photo 9. Thefacade of themadrasafromthe Haseki Street (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 

1960) 

 

 Therooms of themadrasa on eastsideandtheclassroomhaveviewofthe Sami Paşa Street 

(previouslynamed as Zindan Karakol Street). Howeverthebuilding is not alignedwiththestreet. 

Thenorthwestcorner of themadrasareachestothestreetevenpassesthestreetborder.Thisbreachwastriedto be 

preventedbymodifyingthatcorner of themadrasa as a „çal corner‟. 

Thiscorneralsodefinesthestreetdirectionandalsoendsthegardenwall of themadrasa. Thissort of 

positionalconditionshows how thestreetborder had been as a restrictingeffect at thedesign step. 
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Photo 10. Facade of themadrasatowardsthe Sami Paşa Street, beforerestoration (Archives of Directorate of 

Foundations, repairrecords, 1960) 

 
Photo 11. Facade of themadrasatowardsthe Sami Paşa Street, afterrestoration (Archives of Directorate of 

Foundations, repairrecords, 1960) 

 

 Since there is noclueabouttheinscription of theSıbyanMektebi (school), theconstructiondate is 

unknown. However, observingthenympheapatternson capitals of 

theschoolandmadrasaprovethatthetwobuildingsweredesigned at thesame time  (Kuran 1986: 40). On 

theotherside, since theschool is mentionedin thefirst charter of Haseki Foundation datedto 1540 (AH 947), it 

might be assumedthattheconstruction of theschoolbuildingwascompletedby 1540  (Taşkıran 1972: 

43).Therectangularshapedschool has twoseperatesquarerooms, one is closedforwinterusageandtheother issemi-

closeforsummerusage. The semi-closeparthas  twocloumnsandthreeopenings on bothsidesand has 

novisualrelationwiththestreet.Whilethe main walls of theschoolare of masonry, theroofwasstructed as 

curbroofandtheceilingshavewoodenlathswhiletheexteriorcladding of theroof is madeof lead. 

Thelongerfacade of theschool is adjacenttothenorthside of the Haseki Street. Eventhoughtheconstructiondates of 

themadrasaandtheschoolarealmostthesameorveryclose, it is hard 

tofindcommonprinciplesbetweentheirrelationwiththeland. First of all, althoughtheybothhavefacadetothe Haseki 

Street, theirfacadelinesare not paralleltoeachother. That is becausetherefraction of 

thestreetlinewasdirectlyreflectedtothebuildings.Eventhoughtheschool is locatedclosertothemadrasathanthestreet, 

thelayoutdirections of theschoolare in harmonymostlywiththestreet. Secondly, thegroundlevel of theschool is 

higherthanthestreetlevel. Thereasoncould be because of theslope of thestreet since the Haseki Street has a 

slightlyslope. Neverthelessthisslopedid not casuetorisethegroundlevel of themadrasaliketheschool. Therefore, 

whileoneside of theentrancedooropening of theschool is at windowlevel of thegroundfloor of madrasa, 
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theothersidecomesupontheblankwallof school. Rising of thegroundlevel of schoolcould be because of 

tworeasons: 

 Firstly, theremighthavebeenancientruins on thisareaandtheschoolwasbuilt on theheritage.  At thispoint, it is 

notablethatthegroundlevel of thehazire (privatecemetry) is alsohigherthanthestreetlevel. 

Thecemeterywhichbelongstosome of themanagers of the Haseki Foundation andtheirfamilieshas a 

higherlevelthanthe İmaret Yolu Street. Theoldestgravestone of thecemetery, whichbelongstoİlahi 

Mehmedanddatesto 1563  (AH 970), provesthatthelevel had beenhigherthen as well.Therefore, 

thisindicatesto an existingbuilding, someruins, 

terracesoranothereffectthatcouldhaveinfluencedthegroundlevel of cemetery. 

 Secodly, thisapproachmighthavepreventedthepossible problem of roofstructures of suchclosebuildings. 

Howevertheexistingroofproblemscurrentlymakesthissecondreasondiscussable. Inotherwords, 

risingthegroundlevel of theschoolcould not havecreated a solutionfortheroofing. 

As forthelayout of themosqueandmadrasa, thewidthanddirection of the Haseki Street and a 

possiblephysicalforming of theland had a restrictinganddirectingeffecton thelayout of theschool as well. 

 
Figure 6. Facade of thecomplex on the Haseki Street (A. S. Ülgen) 

 
Figure 7. Plan cheme of thecemetery(N. Taşkıran) 
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Photo 12.Facade of theschool on the Haseki Street (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 

1967) 

 

 TheHaseki İmaret(soupkitchen) is constructed on thelandbehindthenorthside of the Haseki Street, far 

fromthestreet. Therearetwodifferentaspects on theconstructiondate of thekitchen. One of thembelongsto N. 

Taşkıran (1972: 43). Taşkıran interpretsthedate on the main doorinscription as 1540  (AH 947). At thesame 

time,sheclaimsthattheconstruction of thekitchenwascompletedby 1540 since it had beenmentioned inthefirst 

charter of Haseki Foundation datedto1540  (AH 947). A. Kuran (Kuran 1986: 40)interpretsthedate on 

thesameinscription as 1550 (AH 957). Kuran statesthatthekitchenwascommissioned not byHaseki Hürrem 

Sultan but byKanuni theMagnificientandaddesthat it was not designedby Architect Sinan since 

thereexistnoconstructiondocumentsoftheerabelongingtothebuilding. Nevertheless, theaspect of N. Taşkıran 

whichdepends on the charter of Haseki Foundation seemsto be morerealistic. 

 Thekitchenis designedaround a rectangularcourtyardwithporticos.Therearefourdininghallswhich has 

twodomes in botheastandwestparts of thecourtyard. Eachdininghall on thesamerow has 

passagestoonefromanother. Thecookingareais located inthenorth of thecourtyard, on 

thesameaxiswiththeentrancedoorof thecourtyard. Therearetwootherrooms on bothsides of thecookingareajust at 

theend of thedininghalls. Theroom in thewest is reachedthroughthedininghall.Theroomwhich is assumedto be 

thebakeryunit is reachedwith 9 masonrystepsand is 242 cm higherthanthedininghall. Theroom in theeast 

isthestorage of thefountainand has a smaller size thanthebakeryunit.Boththoseroomshavea 

formationincompatiblein terms of altitudeandroofingtothemonumentalanddecisivedesign of thekitchen. 

 
Photo 13. The Haseki Kitchen (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 1964) 
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Photo 14.Thefountainstorageandthekitchen (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 1964) 

 

 Theentrance of thekitchen is on the Haseki Street.Themain gate is on 

thegardenwallwhichattachestothewall of theschoolandtheHaseki İmaret (Kitchen)Fountain (Tanışık 1943: 197) 

dated to1766  (AH 1180) is locatedjustnearby.Theresourcesmentionthegate as İmaret Door (Kitchen 

Door).Thepassagebetweenthegateandthekitchen is named as İmaret Aralığı (Kitchen Passage) on German 

(Blues) Maps. 

 
Photo 15.TheHaseki İmaretDoor (Kitchen Door), İmaret Aralığı (Kitchen Passage) andthefountain(Archives of 

Directorate of Foundations 1964) 

 
Photo 16. İmaret Aralığı (Kitchen Passage) (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 1964) 
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Figure 8. The Haseki Complex on German (Blues) Maps 

 
Figure 9.The Haseki Complex on oldcadastralmaps(Archives of Directorate of Foundations 1964) 
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 Therearethreedoorsopeningtotheinnercourtyard of thekitchen. One of those is the main 

gatewhichenablesentrancetotheinnercourtyard.Thegate is placed on thenorthwall of thekitchenandhassameaxis 

of theoutergate on Haseki Street.Theothertwodoorsareplaced on thepassagesbetweenthedininghallseastandwest. 

Thewestdoor is openedtowardstheUzbek Süleyman Street(old name Kireçhane Street). Thedoormakes it as ifit is 

placed at theend of a blindstreet. At thispoint, thegroundlevel of thekitchen is approximately 100 cm 

lowerthanthestreetlevel. There is a statement on German (Blues) Mapswhichsupportsthiscondition. Additionally, 

on oldphotosthereseemruinsleanintobothsides of thedoorwhichareprobablyparts of thestreetwalls. 

Thesamephotoshowsa higherfigure in thewest of thekitchenandthatthekitchendoor is placedbelowthestreetlevel 

(Pht. 18, 23).Theeastdoor, withitscurrentcondition,  seemsto be openedtowardsthepassagetothehospital. 

However, consideringthattherearealmost ten yearsbetweenthecompletion of thekitchenandhospital, 

theabovementionedpossibilityforthedoorcould be hard toclaim. Still, therecould be someassumptions. First of 

all, similarlytothewestdoor, formationslike a streett/ a blindstreet /publicspacemighthavemade it necessaryto set 

a door here. Secondly, duringtheconstruction of thekitchen,  thehospitaldesign had beenforeseentoplace a door. 

Thethirdassumptioncould be thatthere had beenconcerns on symmetry of thekitchen. 

 Thekitchenwasbuilt far fromthe Haseki Street evenbehindthecemetryarea. Thissort of 

layoutcouldcertainlyhaveformedwiththeconsideration of having a garden. However, theremight be 

somerestrictingeffects here justlike at schoolandcemetry. Furthermore,  both on German (Blues) Mapsand on an 

aerialphoto a group of woodenhousesin thewestandespecially in thenorthwest of thekitchen is notable. A 

masonrywallwhichsets a borderbetweenthosehousesandthekitchen, somemasonryruins in thesouthwall of 

thekitchenandsomesort of leveldifferenciescould be observed on oldphotos (Pht. 15, 16, 20). Thekitchen is 

partiallylocatedparallelltothe Cevdet Bey Street thoughtherearesomeleveldifferencies here too ( Pht 19). 

Thekichen has thelargestbuildingarea of thecomplexandhave an 

authenticgeometrycomparingtothepreviouscomplexbuildings. 

 

 
Photo 17. The Haseki Complex on oldaerialphotos 

 

 
Photo 18. West facade of theHaseki İmaret (Kitchen) (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 

1964) 
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Photo 19. Level differencies in thenorth of theHaseki İmaret (Kitchen) (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, 

repairrecords, 1964) 

 
Photo 20. Haseki İmaret (Kitchen) andthewoodenhouses (Archives of Directorate of Foundations, repairrecords, 

1968) 

 

 The Haseki Darüşşifa (Hospital) wasconstructedbetweentheyears 1550-1557 accordingto A. Kuran  

(1974: 64; 1986: 40). However, depending on thefoundation charter datedto 1551 (AH 958) thecompletiondate 

is accepted as 1550 (Cantay 1998: 46.; Taşkıran 1972: 128; Yıldırım 1993: 2). Three 

constructionrecordsconfirmthatthebuildingwasdesignedbyArchitect Sinan  (Kuran 1986: 40).  

Theusual plan scheme of an hospitalconsists of roomsaround an octagonalcourtyardwithexedras on thecorners. 

However, thisusual plan schemecouldbe implementedtotally at the Haseki Hospital. An 

octagonalcourtyardwithdifferentsideswasplaced in themiddleandtwoexedras on 

narrowsideswithroomsbehindtheexedrasdescribethe plan scheme of the Haseki Hospital. Forthisreason, it is 

assumedthatthe ideal plan schemecould not be implemented in thisbuildingbecause of lack of land. 

The Haseki Hospital is located at theintersectionpoint of Cevdet Bey Street and Sami Paşa Street. On Ayverdi 

Map, thereseems a formation at thispointbecause of the 90°angle of thestreetturn.Thisturn is 

completedwiththethirddirectionpositionedwith an angle. Thisconditionaffectedthedesign of 

thehospitaldirectlyandcausedrefractionalongthenortheastcorner of thebuilding. Thehospital is located in theeast 

of thekitchenand in thenorth of themadrasa. Thelayout of it is relatedneitherwiththenearbystreetsnorthemadrasa 

but withthekitchen. Inthiscontext, it can be 

statedthatthebuildingsthathavegeometricalalignmentwitheachotherarethekitchenandthehospitalamongthecomple

xbuildings.The main entrance of thehospital is on the Cevdet Bey Street. Thus, this is 

theonlyexceptiontobecome an entranceamongthecomplexbuildings not to be on the Haseki Sreet. 
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Photo 21. The Haseki Darüşşifa (Hospital) (PhotograhyArchives of İstanbul ArchaeologyMueums, 1948) 

 

 
Photo 22.North facade of theHaseki Darüşşifa (Hospital) (2010) 

 

III.CONCLUSION 
 Theresourcesshowthatthe Haseki Sultan Complexwasconstructed in twophases. Duringthefirstphase; 

mosque, madrasa, schoolandsoupkitchen had beenconstructed. Theconstruction of thehospitalwascompleted in 

thesecondphase. Depending on themention (Taşkıran 1972: 43) of mosque, madrasa, schoolandsoupkitchen in 

thefirst charter of Haseki Foundation datedto 1540 (AH 947), thefirstconstructionphasewascompletedbetween 

1538 and 1540. Similarly, depending on themention  (Taşkıran 1972: 43) of hospital in thesecond charter of 

Haseki Foundation datedto 1551 (AH 958), thesecondphaseseemsto be completedby 1551. 

Eventhoughtheentireconstructionimplementations had continued 13 years, thefirstphase of 

thefourbuildingswerefinishedjustin  twoyears. 

 Thebuildingsof thecomplex, exceptforthesoupkitchenareassumedto be designedby Architect Sinan. 

Since thekitchenwas not mentionedin theconstructionrecodors of Sinan, he is not seemto be thearchitect of 

thekitchen (Kuran 1976: 40).Accordingto A. Kuran (Kuran 1976: 40), anotherreasonfortheassumption is 

thatthekitchenwascopmleted in 1550and he statesthat“…Aroundthat time, Sinan had justcompletedthe Şehzade 

Mehmet Complexand had beenworking on the Rüstem Paşa Madrasaandadditionally had 

beenbusywiththeprojectsandbill of quantities of the Süleymaniye Complex …”andSinan has no time 

fortheconstrcution of the Haseki İmaret (Kitchen). Thisassumptionbecomesinsufficient since 

therecordsshowthatthekitchenwascompleted in 1540 not in 1550. Briefly, assumingthatanotherarchitect had 

beenchargedwiththeconstruction of the imaret while on theotherhandSinaan had beenworkin on themosque, 

madrasaandschoolcould be hard toexplain. 
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 Therelation of thegardenwalls of thecomplexbetweenthestreetsgiveimportantclues on formation of 

thecomplexbuildings. Theredoes not existanygardenwallsbelongingtothemosquetoday. On theotherside, 

thegardenwalls of theothercomplexbuildingsare not theauthenticones. Thosewalls of themadrasa, school, 

kitchenandhospitalseemto be built in 20th century.  Especially, it can easily be 

observedthatthewoodenhousegroup in thewest of thekitchensurvivedtill a short time 

agoandthatthegardenwallwas not usedto be in thesamedirection (Fig. 7, 8; Pht. 8, 

12).Duringtherestoraionimplementations in 1980s, a newwallwasbuiltand adoorwasinstalled in thewest of 

thecomplex (Pht. 17, 23).  

 

 
Photo 23. The Haseki İmaret (Kitchen) (Archives of Directorate of Foundations) 

 

 Thesurroundingstreets of thecomplexexceptforthepreliminary Haseki Street arelisted as thefollowing: 

theUzbek Süleyman Street in thewest of thekitchen, the Cevdet Bey Street in thenorth of thekitchenandhospital, 

the Sami Paşa Street in theeast of themadrasaandhospital. Thecomplex is linkedtotwo of thosestreetsbygates. 

TheUzbek Süleyman Street can be reachedthroughthegate in thewest of thekitchenandtheCevdet Bey Street can 

be reachedthroughthe main gate of thehospital. 

 The Haseki Street passesthroughalmost in themiddle of the Haseki Complex. Themosque, madrasa, 

schoolandsoupkitchenwereconstructed on bothsides of the Haseki Street between 1538 and1540 in 

lessthantwoyears.Thefirstphaseformation of thecomplexwasfocused on the Haseki Street 

andthebuildingswererelatedwiththisstreetdirectlyorindirectly. 

Themadrasaandtheschoolwerebuiltjustadjacenttothestreet in a directrelation.Entrancetothecourtyard of 

themadrasadirectlyfromthestreetstrengthenedtherelation.Similartothemadrasa, themosque, schoolandkitchenalso 

has closerelationwiththestreetthroughthedoorstocourtyards/passages/hallway. Themosque has a gardenwall as a 

borderwiththstreetandthecourtyard is reachedthrough a main gate. However, 

theborderbetweentheschoolandthestreet is thewall of theschool. Theentrancedoor is openedtowards a 

hallwayandthentothecourtyardalong. Thekitchen has a similarlayout as well. Eventhoughthekitchen is closertotht 

Cevdet Bey Street in thenorth, the main entrance islocated on the Haseki Street 

andtherelationwiththeneighbourhoodwasenabledwithsecondarydoors.  

Thefirstphase of thecomplexwasdesigneddepending on thedireciton, refractionandwidth of thestreet. 

Whilethestreetwasneverassunedto be a main area of thecomplex, on theotherhand, four of thebuilding of 

thecomplex has entrnacesfromthesamestreetandthedesigncriteriawasalmosttounitethebuildingswiththesteet. 

The Haseki Hürrem Complex has a significantlocationforallthepreliminarycivilizaitonsof thecity in 

theHistoricPeninsula. Sometracks of thosecivilizaitonsstillcontinueexistingwhilstsomearementionedjust in 

thesources. Besides, somecouldstillcontinuesurviving underground. It is unknownthat how much of 

thosetracksweresurvivingduringtheconstructionperiod of thecomplex. 

Followingresearchesandarchaelogicalexcavationswillsupplymoredetailed data soon. It is 

certainthattheenvironment of thecomplexandtherelation of thebuildingswiththestreetindicatesomesort of exising 

data. Thenotablepoint here is thattheenvironmentalfacts had not ben changedevenforthewife of the Süleyman 

theMagnificient. Nevertheless, it is obviousthat Architect Sinan had consideredalltheinputs of a stabil 

environment in ordertocreate a designworthHaseki Hürrem Sultan. 
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